Gary Haynes

From leaming Spaonish, to having an
aviary of budgerigars, Gary Hoynes'
inferests ouiside of the music business are
as varied as his tastes within it "Why
Sponish?' | asked, "Well, ot one time, |
did consider emigrating, like some of my
friends hod done, bu | hod second
Th\].|gh1.—: and decided 1o stay put,

Gary Hoynes was bom in 1969 and
has lived all his life, so far, in the same
Notlinghamshire  town of  Sulton-in-
Ashfield, Although his dad loved rock 'n'
rall, and Country was his mother's
lavourile, the only person in Gary's family
whao could be loosely classed as a musi-
cion was his dad's dad, Grandad
Haynes, who ployed occordion many
years ago.

'| don't know how ald that accordion
s', said Gary, 'but it's still in the family 1o
this day and we have no infentic get-
ting 'it‘r-}f it, it's parl of the family histo-
r\.l"

So, having established that there was
no family input, who did influence the
ung Gary Haynes? "Well, when | was
9 | wos inte the heavy metal scene
in a big way. | listened to great bands
like Metallica and Kiss, Then during the
punk and ska ero e were the Sex
Pistols, The Jam, Madness and The
Specials.’

Gary developed an inlerest in music al
a very early age and started leaming fo
play bass guitar whilst sfill at school, and
in his lole teens il)lne:i a |u.:r-pia{_e rock
band called Victim.

This was the time," he confinued, 'when
Tommy Vonce was at Rodio 1, he encour
aged vp and coming rock bands to send
him deme tapes. We sent in our second
demo fape which contained dll our own
material and as luck would have it, a cou
ple of racks from it were selected for air-
play on his show. Our one claim fo fame.’

Ater tour years with Victim, Gary left 1o
join another band, a five-piece called
Hellraiser,

The main difference between the music
of Victim and Hellraiser was, while Victim
did all their own material, Hellraiser
ployed covers of other bands' hits

Gary had left school at 16 and joined
e :-.'x_'uT building firm as a YTS. 'l was only
there for four weeks," he SCIY'S, 'the first two
al college ond the next two on site.

Then a proper fultime opportunity came
along and Gary started a 17year career
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as-a knitter ot Pretty Pally, the wel-known
hosiery company

"Working three shifts |earlys, lotes and
[IIEINS:' WS a r!:'.rv:‘.hy at first, but afler o
time, | came 1o hate the |-.JL]_ | could u1~.iq
play gigs when | was on the dam fill
2.00pm shift, but gefting up of 5om alter
a late band night was murder.’

Although he was into ||t:'.;|v~|( metal,
_'JU”I\ and ska, Gm\,r admits ta also |.iing
the music of the Beatles, es ohn
lennan, and even Abba, which just goes
to show what a varied laste ir f

isic e
really has. Even so, whether it comes

fram his mother's taste in music or not,
Gary has always harboured a love of
Country  with Johnny Cash, Merle
Haggard and Hank Williams ama
his tavoured arlisls. His all time Country
tavourite, however, is the much lomented
John Denver

It wos whilst he was bass guitarist with
Iraiser, that he tock o learning the
sion of the instrument

"‘After we'd finish a pub gig', says
Gary, ‘| would storl messing about with
an acousfic guitar that they kept behind
the bar. | think it was the anly lime some
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of the band had ever heard Counfry
music.’

Gary began his solo career in the: mil
lennium year with ane of his first bookings
coming courtesy of producer, D:ﬁr.-—
Green, who sadly passed awoy In
Febuary 2004.

Abter my first solo gig, | got home
and stood in the lounge leoking at the
wad of notes in my hand, htndh; believ-
ing that | had been paid for doing
something that | enjoyed doing and
prompily threw the money up into the
air in celebration.’

It was during this iniial year that Gary
recorded his first ed, simply entitled Gary
Hoynes, wilh the |r:|?'t)w-up Sunset Sky
released in October 2002 containing
Gary's version of John Denver's Leavir
On A Jet Plane

His latest cd, Coming Home To You,
ecorded and released in 2003 and
wilth o eracking rendition of Ain't
Going Down [Till The Sun Comes Up).

Aher almost three years of Irying fo jug
gle his shifts at work with his evening iob,
the chance 1o get oul and become a fulk
fime enledainer come in Decen 2003,
| had come to hate the shiftworking so
much that when the announcemeanl was

g /’r

made that Pretty Polly were seeking can
didales amongst the knitters for voluntary
redundancy, | made sure thal | was first in
the qu They knaw how much |
2ch Ty fnusic and how | felt about the
o they didn't stand in my way nor
y Iry o persuade me 1o stay. O
was just a bad knitter’, he told

Gary now fovels predominantly in the
Midlands, the North and East Anglia (the
South don't know what they'ie missing)
singing @ mix of Country and rack 'n' all.

His repertoire also includes some of his
own material, samples of which can be
found on his lost two albums

His eurrent Country lavaurites include, in
no particular order, Garih Brooks, Alan
lackson, George Stait, Tim McGraw and
Hank Williams I,

Away trom the music, Gary keeﬂph hirm
selt fit by working out thiee fimes o week,
gigs permitling, ond likes 1o gel owoy
trom it all with his fishing rods. He also
lists Bonsal trees amongst his hobb
along with that aviary of 20 or so budgies
and o new addilion lo the family in terms
of a lively young puppy

Add 1o that, Tour years at night school

learning Spanish, it makes you wonder
how Gary ever finds fime o re
Rehearsing isn'l o problem’, he com
des, 'but d';).'s t ask me when the next ed
will be recorded. All | want is lo keep on
enjoving more of the same.
s enthusiasm and talent, I'm sure
Gary Hoynes will have no problem with
thot, whatsoever. Oh, and by the way
Spain's loss is definitely cur gain




